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Just over a century and a half ago, John Jardine, captain 1st Royals, 
and member of a family which had lived in the Scottish Borders since 
the 12th century, sold his comrrussion and left his native Dumfriesshire 
to establish a domain of his own on the opposite side of the world. 
John was born at Spedlins Castle on 5 March 1807,' the fourth son 
of Alexander Jardine, 6th Baronet of Applegirth, and his wife Jane 
Dorcas, daughter of Thomas Maule, heir male and representative of 
the Earls of Panmure. On 22 August 1837 he married Elizabeth Jane, 
nineteen year old daughter of William Henry Craig, officer Marine 
Light Infantry, and Jane, nee McGill. The couple saUed in the Dryade 
to New South Wales, reaching Sydney on 3 January 1840. 
That Jardine intended to become a squatter is clear, but his move 
was ill-timed. There had been a severe drought during 1838 and 1839; 
the price of wool had collapsed interest rates were high; and convict 
labour was largely unaffordable. In short, by the early 1840s, the 
colony was on the verge of insolvency. On top of that, the best land 
had already been taken. 
Within six months Jardine obtained, in partnership with John 
Cockburn, a license to depasture stock for the ensuing twelve months 
in squattage district No. 2, New England.^ But that venture appears 
to have been shortlived. Indeed, John and Elizabeth seem not to have 
found a place to their liking until after the birth of their second child. 
Their eldest child was born on 28 August 1841 at Rathluba, East 
Maitland, and baptized Francis Lascelles on 19 October 1841.' 
Alexander WUUam was born on 9 October 1843 near Liverpool, twenty 
miles south of Sydney. The other four children were, however, all born 
in or near the beautiful Wellington Valley: John Robert on 11 July 
1846 and Elizabeth Jane on 23 July 1848 at Gobolion, a Ben Boyd 
station;" and Catherine Maule on 27 September 1851 and Charles 
Lennox on 31 March 1855 at Wellington.^  
Despite declaring himself insolvent on 13 July 1848,* John Jardine 
was listed among the claimants to lease Crown lands in the unsettled 
Wellington district gazetted on 25 September. His run, Gunningbah, 
comprised 25,000 acres fronting Gunningbah Creek, a tributary of 
the Bogan River, part of the Darling River system. Its capacity was 
listed as 800 cattle or 4000 sheep. His claims to the pre-emptive right 
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to lease two portions of land on the Macquarie River, county of 
Lincoln, district of Bligh, totaUing 2300 acres, were approved on 30 
April 1849. The rent of £ 1 per section of 640 acres for the remainder 
of the year had to be paid within one month.^ 
By notice dated 19 June 1850, the Chief Commissioner of Crown 
Lands accepted Jardine's tender for two runs, 'Murrabuga' of 16,000 
acres on the Bogan in the district of Wellington, rated to carry 640 
cattle or 4,000 sheep; and 'Woorobomi' of 15,000 acres, rated to carry 
3,000 sheep in Bligh.^  No similar notice could be found for 
'Gunningbah'. 
Their youngest child was only a year old when, on 17 July 1856, 
Jardine was appointed Commissioner of Crown Lands for the pastoral 
district of BUgh; also to be a magistrate, and to act as Police Magistrate 
within the pastoral district of Bligh.' Two years later, on 30 October 
1858, at the height of the frantic but short-lived rush for gold to 
Canoona north of Rockhampton, he was appointed Commissioner 
of Crown Lands for the district of Port Curtis in lieu of Maurice 
Charles O'Connell.'° This district covered the coastal belt from 
south of Gladstone to north of Broadsound. It and the adjacent but 
larger district of Leichhardt, west of the coastal ranges, had been 
proclaimed in January 1854, chiefly in response to pressure from 
second generation squatters from Victoria and New South Wales for 
lawful pastoral expansion northward beyond Wide Bay. Jardine arrived 
with Elizabeth and their six chUdren at the recently proclaimed town 
and port of Rockhampton in January 1859 to start afresh. By the 
end of the year Queensland had become a separate colony and Jardine 
part of its pubUc service. 
At the end of 1860 Jardine was appointed captain of the 
Rockhampton volunteer company of the Queensland Rifle Brigade." 
On New Year's Day he was appointed police magistrate of 
Rockhampton and Gladstone,'^ and, nine days later, enumerator in 
the Rockhampton district for the census to be taken on 7 April 1861 
(when the population was found to be 439 males and 259 females). 
On 21 May 1861 Jardine was appointed Justice of the Peace in the 
Ixichhardt district and, on 3 March 1862, a trustee of land reserved 
for a School of Arts at Rockhampton'^ 
Proclaimed a municipality on 15 October 1860, Rockhampton had 
been developing rapidly as a constant stream of squatters spread out 
to the west and north of it. WiUiam Henry Wiseman, Commissioner 
of Crown Lands for Leichhardt since the beginning of 1855, and 
resident in Rockhampton since October 1857, had been more than 
hard-pressed to keep up with his field work. So too was George 
Elphinstone Dalrymple, appointed on 9 August 1860 to be 
Commissioner for the new district of Kennedy and officer-in-charge 
of the then most northerly settlement in Queensland, formed at Port 
Denison in 1861. The arrival at Rockhampton, from November 1861, 
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of immigrant ships, the Persia, Eutopia, Bejapore, Hannah More, 
Saldanha, Rockhampton, Bayswater, Fiery Star, Landsborough, Royal 
Dane, Empress of the Seas and, lastly in July 1866, the Great Pacific, 
further accelerated the pace of development. The immigrants provided 
employees for 'house-holders, station-owners, and others on the look-
out for servants, while not a few men wished to choose wives from 
among the female passengers.''" Some had professional skiUs to 
offer, some were skilled tradesmen, and some came seeking a 
livelihood on the land. 
In his Early History of Rockhampton, Bird records that the 
Governor, Sir George Bowen, called at Rockhampton on 10 October 
1862 on his return from Cape York. Among the 51 gentlemen 
presented at the levee held by Sir George during his stay, Bird lists 
J. Jardine and W.H. Wiseman.'^  He does not, however, touch on the 
reason for the visit to Cape York: to select, in conjunction with 
Commodore Burnett, Commanding the Queen's Naval Forces in 
John Jardine 
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Australia, 'the most eligible site for the proposed establishment of 
a small station at Cape York, or elsewhere in the neighborhood of 
Torres Straits."* 
Arguments as to the many advantages which would accrue to both 
Great Britain and New South Wales from a settlement at Cape York 
had been forcefully advanced by both official and non-official sources 
during the 1840s. Captain StarUey, H.M.S. Rattlesnake, and Henry 
George Simpson, lieutenant and assistant-surveyor to Stanley, had 
surveyed the whole of Port Albany in October 1848.'^ Nothing 
eventuated. The French occupation of New Caledonia in 1854 revived 
interest by the Admiralty in estabUshing a fortified station at Cape 
York or Albany Island.'^ The advice that year from the managing 
committee of the underwriters at Melbourne in 1854, of 70 wrecks 
and the loss of 150 lives in a comparatively short time in Torres Strait, 
caused the Admiralty to consider the need for a pilot station." 
Nothing was initiated until after the wreck of the English merchant 
vessel. Sapphire, on the Great Barrier Reef about 16 kilometres north 
of Raine Island Passage on the evening of 23 September 1859 whUe 
en route from Gladstone to India with a cargo of horses. 
In his first report on the disaster to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, on 16 February 1860, when it was feared all hands had either 
perished at sea or been murdered by the native tribes of the coast. 
Governor Bowen remarked: 
the establishment of a small station on Cape York, or elsewhere 
in the neighbourhood of Torres Straits, as a refuge for the crews 
of the numerous vessels which are lost in that dangerous navigation, 
appears a subject deserving the consideration of Her Majesty's 
Government.^" 
The very next day, however, eleven survivors reached Gladstone in 
a derelict vessel, the Marina, which had foundered within sight of 
the Sapphire and only a few days after it. They told an extraordinary 
saga — of attempting to make for Port Curtis in the Sapphire's boats 
and, when this failed, of bearing away to Cape York and thence to 
Booby Island for provisions, of the murder of one of their party at 
Friday Island and seventeen off Hammond Island.^' Heroism and 
tragedy of this dimension stirred the people of Brisbane to advocacy 
of a station at Cape York, supported by the Moreton Bay Courier.^^ 
'I am confident,' Sir George wrote, 'that the Government of 
Queensland would undertake the management and control of the 
proposed station.'^' 
From then the long-dreamt-of Cape York station began to 
materialize. Enclosures in the despatch of the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, No.28, of 26 September 1861, state the general 
concurrence of the Lords of the Treasury and the Admiralty, and of 
the Board of Trade. When the subject was laid before Executive 
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Council at Govermnent House, Brisbane, 2 December 1861, it 
stipulated: 
A. The site of the proposed settlement shaU be that agreed upon 
as the most ehgible after personal inspection, by the Governor of 
Queensland, and the Officer Commanding Her Majesty's Naval 
Forces in Australia. 
B. The settlement shaU be under the sole control and management 
of the Government of Queensland. As the Parliament of this Colony 
will have to find the necessary funds, they will reasonably require 
that those funds shall be expended by officers responsible to 
themselves. 
C. The Imperial Government shall maintain, at the proposed 
settlement at Cape York, in a detachment of one officer and twenty 
marines, to be furnished from one of Her Majesty's ships on the 
Australian station. 
' /} C^ Ebarac I 
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Tracing by Desley Soden of Admiralty Plan No. 1937. Plan drawn 
in 1862 showing site on Albany Island advised for the proposed Cape 
York Station, and the best position for the township on the mainland 
opposite. 
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D. The officers of the civil government of the proposed station, 
the detachment of police, and the stores and suppUes required for 
their maintenance, shall be conveyed from Brisbane to Cape York 
in a Queen's ship, or in a vessel chartered by the Imperial 
Government. And communication (including the conveyance of the 
mails and of supplies), shall be kept up between the new settlement 
and the seat of Government, at Brisbane, by the Royal Navy, not 
less than three times in the twelve months, during at least the first 
three years; after which period the station may probably become 
self-supporting . . . 
Finally, in crystal-clear terms, the Queensland Government signified 
its willingness, with the consent of the Legislature, 
to undertake the formation and management of a settlement at Cape 
York, and the payment of the civil estabUshment there, on the above-
mentioned conditions — that is, briefly, if the Imperial Government 
will provide a guard of twenty marines, in aid of the civil power, 
from one of Her Majesty's ships on the Australian station; will keep 
up, by means of one of these ships, communication between Cape 
York and Brisbane, not less than three times a year, for at least the 
first three years; and will pay, once for all, five thousand pounds 
as its contribution towards the erection of the necessary 
buildings.'^" 
This advice v/as conveyed by Governor Bowen to the Secretary of 
State and full agreement eventuaUy reached. 
Queensland moved quickly to appoint an officer in charge of the 
proposed settlement. As applications had already been received. His 
Excellency invited the Executive Council on 10 June 1862 to consider 
'whether it would not be well, by determining such appointment, to 
be prepared with a ready and decisive reply to any future applications.' 
Council chose William Henry Wiseman, for many years 
Commissioner of Crown Lands for the Leichhardt district, and 
advised that 'when the time shall arrive for creating such officer, he 
be appointed Police Magistrate and Crown Commissioner at Cape 
York."^ 
However quickly Queensland may have wished to proceed to 
estabUsh the Cape York station, the fact was, the concurrence of the 
Admiralty as to the importance of the new settlement was 'general', 
not 'full'. Furthermore, the scale of colonial allowances paid for the 
troops in Brisbane appeared to be inadequate for service at Port 
Albany.^ * The colonial allowance at Port Albany, their Lordships at 
last compromised, 'should be the same as that at the Falkland Islands, 
except that the marines should receive Is. 3d. a day when employed 
as artificers, instead of 2s., and that this allowance should be given 
by the Colony for at least three years, if the detachment should remain 
at Port Albany so long.'^' On 22 January 1864, the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies wrote to the Governor of Queensland advising that 
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'Her Majesty's Ship Salamander is about to proceed from Sheerness 
to Devonport to embark the party of Royal Marines for Port Albany 
and will convey them there without delay, calling at Brisbane.'^^ A 
copy of the instructions given to the Honourable John Carnegie, the 
commander of the ship, was enclosed. 
Since the nominal appointment of Wiseman in 1862, there had been 
a great deal of change. The site chosen by Burnett and Bowen on 
Albany Island was no longer preferred for the first establishment of 
the Cape York station.^' After visiting Cape York in 1863, the 
hydrographer. Captain Richards R.N. had recommended the first town 
be built at Somerset Point on the mainland, and this had been 
adopted.'" Wiseman now preferred to remain at Rockhampton and 
John Jardine, Police Magistrate at Rockhampton, was appointed as 
Commissioner of Crown Lands (the primary appointment, for which 
he would be paid) and Police Magistrate at Somerset in his stead, 
with Wiseman filling the vacancy thus created.'' Bowen wrote: 
Mr Jardine was formerly in the Army, and has had long experience 
in the duties of both the offices which he now holds. He is a member 
of a Scotch family, brother to Sir Wilham Jardine, Bt, well known 
for its devotion to scientific pursuits; and is himself an ardent student 
of Natural History. He will probably prove the means of adding 
largely to our knowledge of the Fauna and Flora of North Eastern 
Australia. 
He has been informed that his relation to the Officer Commanding 
the detachment of Marines at Somerset is analogous to that of the 
Governor of a Colony to the Officer Commanding Her Majesty's 
Troops therein . . . 
I have further impressed upon Mr Jardine that it is a most important 
part of his duty to co-operate with Captain Carnegie in establishing 
and preserving a good feehng among the members of the expedition 
and the settlers generally, and, at the same time, to enforce on all 
persons under their orders or influence the necessity of treating the 
Aborigines with kindness and humanity . . . I have directed Mr 
Jardine to endeavour to make them comprehend, as clearly as 
possible, that they are British Subjects, and that, as such, they wiU 
be protected by the Government so long as they remain peaceable 
and weU disposed . . .'^ 
H.M.S. Salamander arrived in Moreton Bay on 26 June 1864. 
Arrangements were made to pay the colonial aUowance to the Officer 
and Marines forming the guard at Somerset, and to the Naval Surgeon 
attached, according to the scale recommended by the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies." On 8 July Somerset was appointed a place for 
holding Courts of Petty Sessions.'" Jardine's appointment as District 
Registrar for the District of North Cook was notified the same day 
and the district described for the first time: 
Commencing at Cape GrenvUle, on the east coast of Australia, in 
about twelve degrees south latitude, and bounded thence on the 
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south latitude, and bounded thence on the south by a line extending 
true west to the Gulf of Carpentaria; on the west by the shore of 
said Gulf northerly to Torres' Straits; and on the north by Torres' 
Straits easterly to Cape York; and on the east by the coast extending 
southerly to Cape Grenville aforesaid, being the point of 
commencement, and including Albany Island and all other islands 
adjacent thereto." 
The pastoral district of North Cook was gazetted on 13 July 1864. 
The boundaries were the same as those of the registration district. 
There is no dearth of information about the founding of Somerset. 
Between them, the reports furnished by Captain Carnegie, John 
Jardine, Dr Timotheus J. Haran, Mr Surveyor Wilson, and Captain 
Limmex of the Golden Eagle cover every aspect. From Carnegie's 
concise account for Governor Bowen one learns that he left Yule Roads 
Moreton Bay on 15 July, calling at Rockingham Bay to land R.B. 
Leefe, Police Magistrate for Cardwell, and arrived at Port Albany on 
29 July. For the next four days, the 'Royal Marines to be stationed 
at Somerset, were engaged feUing trees a few yards above the beach 
in Somerset Bay, assisted by the carpenters of the 'Salamander', until 
enough space had been cleared for their tents. 
The hired barque Golden Eagle arrived with passengers and stores 
for the settlement on 1 August. The Uvestock were landed next day, 
252 sheep on Albany Island and seven horses on the mainland. From 
then untU 11 August: 
Nearly the whole crew of the 'Salamander' with two paddle box 
boats and cutters were employed from ten to twelve hours a 
day . . . in clearing the 'Golden Eagle' and landing the building 
material and Stores in Somerset Bay, and from the 12th to the 26th 
in coaling the 'Salamander' and placing 154 tons of coals in reserve 
on Albany Island.'* 
The work of discharging cargo, especially the coal, was delayed by 
the strong tide in Albany Pass with a south east wind, and at low 
water spring tides, the boats could not get over the flat which extended 
from Slheridan to Somerset Points or cross the reef bordering the beach 
at the north part of Port Albany where the Naval Coal Depot was 
established. Carnegie suggested that the best positions for piers could 
not be selected until he had visited Somerset during the north west 
monsoon. 
All the carpenters on the ship were engaged assisting Halpin the 
builder erect Government houses. As the direct ascent was too steep 
for horses and dray, the material was hoisted up by a large rough winch 
erected near the summit with a wooden chute down the side of the 
hill. By the time Carnegie departed on 7 September, the site of 
Jardine's house on Sheridan Point was cleared and his kitchen nearly 
completed. The site for the barracks for the Marines on Somerset 
Point was also cleared and their kitchen being erected, the foundation 
for the barracks being laid and expected to be ready for occupation 
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at the end of the month. He left the Marines provisioned to the end 
of the year with 69 live sheep in addition, while Jardine had 92 sheep 
for his party. 
After the departure of the Salamander the personnel at Somerset 
comprised: 
Civil Party 
John Jardine, Police Magistrate, and 3 men (including his son 
John Robert) 
W.B. Wilson, Surveyor, and 2 men 
J.J. Halpin, Foreman of Works and 1 man 
Detachment of Royal Marine Light Infantry 
Lieutenant R.J. Pascoe, Officer Commanding 
Sergeant Morris Guiver 
Corporal David Dent 
and 17 privates, Charles Jarvis, Edgar Baxter, Samuel Wilkinson, 
Thomas Colwill, William O'Regan, Joseph Blake, George Tucker, 
John Saich, Edward Wallis, William Carmichael, Charles 
Copeley, Thomas Rice, James Bosworth, John Smith, Richard 
Whele, Jonathan Lawton, William Timms 
Assistant Surgeon R.N. Richard Cannon (doing duty of Mr Haran 
absent on leave)." 
Excepting the chance call of a passing ship, these men so remotely 
situated in regard to the settled districts of Queensland — at this time 
Cardwell to the south and a settlement forming on the Albert River 
in the Gulf country were Somerset's closest neighbours — would be 
on their own until the return of the Salamander with mail and suppUes 
at the end of December. 
John Jardine took advantage of the arrival of the schooner Bluebell 
in Evans Bay to write on 2 December 1864 to the Colonial Secretary, 
his first letter since 6 September. He had little to report except for 
two 'serious agressions [sic] by the Aborigines' in which two Marines 
were wounded by spears, one seriously. The aggressors were repelled 
and 'met with severe & just punishment.' Jardine had on 12 September 
moved into the kitchen of his residence, which he found a relief from 
the tent he had been occupying. Next morning, going 200 yards down 
to the camp, he noticed a number of Blacks about, some with spears 
'which were not permitted to be brought within sight of the place'. 
He took Kio, a native 'who usually attached himself to me' and spoke 
to them, and they removed their spears the required distance. With 
the party so close together, he did not expect an attack, but just as 
he was going to breakfast, his son John Robert called out: 'They are 
spearing the Gardener.' Jardine picked up his gun and ran the 80 to 
100 yards to the garden. On the way he met a man running towards 
the camp with a spear sticking in his shoulder and then the gardener. 
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but he did not stop and ran on with his son in futile pursuit of the 
disappearing Blacks who kept out of shooting range. 
Private John Saich received two spear wounds, one from a single-
pointed spear penetrating one lung, the other, a four-pointed barbed 
spear in his right upper arm and easily cut out by Assistant Surgeon 
Cannon. 
He then returned to the new building, where he had left two men 
at work, and sent his son for his breakfast. When John Robert 
returned he went for breakfast and had just sat down when he heard 
the report of his son's revolver. On his way back to his son there was 
a second shot. He found his son in the centre of the cleared ground. 
The Blacks were all around, and two had tried to sneak up on him 
when he went a short distance into the bush. Despite instructions to 
the contrary, the two workmen had left almost as soon as Jardine, 
leaving his son alone. 
The two men waited, watching the Blacks stealing up through the 
scrub in all directions and, when they were clearly in view, both fired 
and ran out with fresh arms, following them to the scrub in which 
they disappeared. Several spears were thrown at them, one heavy four 
pointed spear passing a few inches from John Robert's neck as he 
stooped to avoid it, and penetrated three quarters of an inch into the 
hardwood corner post of the buUding. 'I cannot say positively what 
damage was sustained by the Natives but I have good reason to believe 
it was considerable.''^ 
The workmen erecting the Marine barracks fled to the camp when 
the Blacks first attacked, giving the Blacks in their retreat the 
opportunity to carry aU their tools off. 
Meanwhile a party of Marines went to dislodge other natives who 
had shown themselves near the camp. Some imprudently entered the 
scrub, and one, Corporal Dent, was speared in the shoulder. The 
wound was not serious but it took time to remove, as the points had 
been made of the sharply serrated ends of the taUs of a species of 
Ray and had broken in the wound. 
After this incident little was seen of the Blacks although there were 
incidents of pUfering, including carrying off a case of window sashes 
which, after opening, they left undamaged apart from the breaking 
of two or three panes of glass. Jardine made it his practice to make 
excursions round the settlement on horseback or on foot three or four 
times each week, as much as 14 or 15 miles distant. On every occasion 
he could see, on returning on the track or stopping silently beside 
it, that the Blacks were "running the trail as a pack of hounds would 
do a scent . . .'' ' 
This was not the only letter that left Somerset for south on the 
morning of 3 December. Pascoe had also put pen to paper. 'Up to 
the 13th September,' he addressed Governor Bowen, 
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we were apparently on very friendly terms with [the Aborigines], 
but on that day, Mr Jardine the Police Magistrate here flogged one 
of them, on suspicion of having stolen a tomahawk — he had 
previously shot at one of them — however on the occasion of the 
flogging, the natives immediately attacked us, and wounded two 
of the Royal Marines belonging to the Detachment under my 
command viz — 
65th Compy. John Saich — Private 
and 
52nd Compy. David Dent — Corporal 
The former very seriously indeed, one wound through left arm, with 
a four pronged spear, and another on the left side of the chest, which 
has penetrated the lung, this man's life was despaired of, he has 
been hovering between life and death since, is still unable to rise 
from his bed, and in all probability will never be fit for duty again. 
The latter (Corporal of Detachment) wounded severely in left 
shoulder with barbed spear, which broke off in the wound, and he 
has only very lately been able to resume duty, a piece of the spear 





Photograph taken 22 October 1866 while H.M.S. Curacoa called while 
returning to England and showing the northern part of the settlement, the 
three cottages for married marines, barracks, two houses, the hospital nearest 
the point and the powder magazine behind. 
John Oxley Library 
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We have frequently been annoyed in various ways; and the works 
interrupted since the outbreak. 
Two of the natives were killed on Septr. 13th whilst attacking the 
Police Magistrates house, one in the bush on Septr. 21st by one of 
the Royal Marines, engaged surveying with Mr. Wilson, and on 
October 15th at the request of the Police Magistrate, I surprised 
a canoe on Tree Island, captured it, and killed six of the natives. 
On October 17th two horses were speared, and two stolen by the 
Blacks — the two latter have since been recovered. 
I have considered it my duty to assign to your Excellency, what 
1 consider the cause of these aggressions, and in justice to myself, 
and to the Detachment under my command, 1 can most positively 
affirm, that none of the Royal Marines, have to my knowledge, ever 
injured or annoyed the aborigines in any way whatever, but on the 
contrary have at all times treated them (previously to the outbreak) 
with kindness and humanity."" 
Wilson, too, seized the opportunity presented by the Bluebell to 
get off a report to the Surveyor General and, at the same time, 
unburden himself of his involvement in the troubles with the 
Aborigines. Despite the hostility of the blacks, he hoped to be able 
to mark out sufficient town allotments to meet or exceed the likely 
demand. He referred to the attack, commenting that 'up to the 13th 
of September the Blacks refrained from any aggressions except petty 
larcenies,' and adding that it was not in his province and he therefore 
refrained from alluding to the cause of the attack. 'I regret, however,' 
he wrote, 'to say my party shot one of them since, and that I 
accompanied the officer of the Marines on an expedition to a 
neighbouring island when six more were killed since which we have 
been at peace."' 
That the three letters had been sighted by Bowen by 9 January 1865 
is certain. The following comment (in Bowen's handwriting) appears 
in the margin of Jardine's: 'I think that Mr Jardine shd. be assured 
of the entire confidence & approval of the Govt, in him, & of its 
approval of his conduct in his difficult office. G.F.B. Jan. 9/65.' There 
is a simUar comment (also in Bowen's handwriting) in the margin of 
the surveyor's letter: 'I have read this letter with great interest. I think 
Mr Wilson shd. be assured of the confidence & support of the Govt. 
& of its entire approval of his conduct under many difficulties. G.F. 
Bowen. Jan. 9/65'. The lieutenant of marines received the same 
commendation: 'I have read this letter with great interest; and entirely 
approve of the conduct of Lt. Pascoe, & feel sure that he will continue 
to support energetically the civil power. G.F.B.' But of the letter 
addressed to Colonel G.C. Langley, Deputy Adjutant General, Royal 
Marines, by Pascoe on 30 November, which had also left Somerset 
on 3 December 1865 and was now well on the way to England, Bowen 
at this stage knew nothing. The text reads: 
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I have the honor to report for your information, that on the 13th 
Septr, a week after H.M.S. "Salamander" had left this settlement 
for Sydney and Brisbane, the aboriginal natives, with whom we had 
previously been on most friendly terms, attacked the camp, the 
immediate cause of which was the injudicious conduct of one of 
the Civil residents, in chastising one of their number, on the 
suspicion of his having stolen an axe. 
On this occasion two men belonging to the Detachment under my 
command were speared by the natives, viz: 
52d Compy David Dent — Corporal Woolwich Division, & 
65th John Saich. Private Chatham Division, 
the latter very dangerously, while fetching water in the vicinity of 
the Camp, and still lies in a very precarious state; the former slightly 
in a skirmish which followed. 
Since this rupture we have been constantly harassed by the natives, 
and they have committed many depredations. Their last act of 
aggression was spearing two of the Horses belonging to the 
settlement, and taking away the others, which have since been 
recovered. Owing to the very Small number of White men in the 
settlement, twenty eight in all, we have been unable to make, but 
little reprisal for these outrages, as it is of course necessary to leave 
one half of the men to protect the Camp and Stores. 
On the day of the commencement of hostilities two of the Natives 
were shot whilst attacking the Police Magistrate's residence; on a 
subsequent occasion, one was killed while hovering about a party 
of men engaged surveying in the Bush; and on the 15th Octbr, at 
the request of the Police Magistrate, I with a crew of five men, and 
accompanied by Mr Wilson, the Government Surveyor, went away 
to a neighbouring Island, where we killed Six of the Natives; who 
were distinctly recognized as having been engaged in the fracas of 
the 13th Septr, and captured their canoe, in which they had put to 
Sea on our approach. 
After this, and the capture of the two horses alluded to above, by 
the Natives, they were induced to hold a parley with us, and the 
canoe was exchanged for the two Horses, and a truce concluded 
with this tribe (Gudangs) with the proviso, that they never 
approached the Camp; up to this period they have scrupulously 
observed the
 conditions."^ 
On her third visit to Somerset, in May 1865, Salamander brought news 
of the death of John Saich, 'which occurred in the Military Hospital 
at Sydney on 21st April from the effects of wound received on 13st 
September 1864 during a disturbance with Aborigines.'"' She left 
with John Jardine, who was going on leave to Brisbane, and his sons 
Frank and AUck."" 
Some six months after Pascoe's letter blaming Jardine for the 
troubles with the Aborigines left Somerset for his commanding officer 
in England, Bowen received a despatch from Downing Street, dated 
27 March 1865. The Secretary of State for the Colonies transmitted 
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a copy of two letters from the Officer Commanding the Detachment 
of Royal Marines at the new settlement in Torres Straits. He regretted 
to learn from one of the reports that collisions with the native 
inhabitants leading to a serious loss of life on their part had already 
taken place, ' the more so as the quarrel appears to have originated 
from what is caUed an indiscretion on the part of one of the Colonists. 
I trust,' he concluded, 
that great care will be taken to prevent the recurrence of such 
proceedings and I have no doubt that before this Despatch reaches 
your hands the circumstances under which this loss of life has been 
incurred will have been fully inquired into and reported on by 
you."' 
On 21 June, this letter to the Admiralty of 30 November 1864 was 
referred to John Jardine by Governor Bowen for observation. Jardine 
submitted the following remarks the same day. 
That the theft [of a tomahawk] was committed is positive, as I myself 
saw the lad with the stolen tomahawk in his hand, and as such 
practices had at the time become much too frequent, I gave his Tribe 
to understand that if the offender, with several others who had been 
troublesome, came to the camp in future they would be punished 
— indeed I said they would be shot. 
The native who stole the Tomahawk, a lad about 12 or 13 years 
of age, did not make his appearance for some time, when he did 
so I gave him a good caning with my walking-stick, holding him 
firmly and letting him and his Tribe know why 1 did it. 
Had I kept my promise strictly and shot him, I would, as far as 
the native opinion goes in such cases, have done well, my own feeling 
was averse to, and the law would not justify such a proceeding. 
I may state that the stolen Tomahawk in question, was subsequently 
brought back to me by two of the natives who from the first have 
been friendly and well-disposed towards us. 
As to the cause of the attack none definitely can be assigned, it 
was one of these matters of certain occurrence which takes place 
in the formation of aU new settlements in these Colonies. And in 
the present instance it had been preconcerted long previously, and 
was only delayed tiU the departure of the 'Salamander' should offer 
a fair opportunity . . . 
The fighting men of each of the four tribes of the Peninsula were 
coUected and in every way prepared for-the attack; and since friendly 
relations have again been established between myself and them, I 
have ascertained that what I have above stated is correct. And I 
can only say that Mr Pascoe's statement can be merely an 
assumption, as of his own knowledge he knows little or nothing 
of what took place before or at the time of the attack, and in fact 
is totally ignorant of the Natives or their habits, and the mode of 
dealing with them."* 
Executive Council on 5 July resolved that 'whenever Lieut. Pascoe 
shall feel it is his duty to address to the Admiralty complaints against 
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the conduct of any officer of the Civil Service of Queensland, he 
should simultaneously send a copy of such complaint to His 
Excellency the Governor.'"^ 
So rare were the opportunities at isolated Somerset for sending or 
receiving mail that the reply to the letter sent by Pascoe to the Deputy 
Adjutant General of his corps in England on 30 November 1864 did 
not reach him until the fourth visit of the Salamander, on 6 October 
1865. He now found that, under directions from the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, he was instructed that 'reports on 
the state of affairs in the new settlement of Somerset, are to be made 
by you direct to the Secretary of the Admiralty, a duplicate report 
being at the same time transmitted to the Deputy Adjutant General.' 
He sent Governor Bowen a copy of this letter on 31 Octoben"* 
It was late November before the Secretary of State replied to 
Bowen's AprU despatch concerning the issue, advising that 'their 
Lordships have stated that they have ordered the whole Detachment 
of Marines under Lieutenant Pascoe, stationed at Somerset, Cape 
York, to be borne for the future on the books of the Curacoa which 
wiU bring them under the jurisdiction of the Commodore of the 
Station.'"' 
Several months elapsed before Bowen received this edict. By then 
Jardine was long gone from Somerset. His position at the new 
settlement had been untenable from the beginrUng, ruled out by the 
placing of a junior officer 'in an isolated position of considerable 
delicacy and responsibility . . . under no control within a distance of 
sixteen thousands (16,000) miles.''" 
Watercolour of Marine Officer's Quarters, Somerset, 1866 and painted 
by J.O. Burgess, midshipman on H.M.S. Salamander. 
Dixson Gallery, Sydney 
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Although his appointment as Police Magistrate had been for three 
years,^' Jardine spent only ten months in all at this post. He was there 
from August 1864 untU May 1865, when he went to Brisbane on special 
leave, and from 6 October when he arrived back at Somerset by the 
Salamander, to 31 October when he made his final report as Police 
Magistrate, Somerset, and Commissioner of Crown Lands, North 
Cook. On his way north with his eldest son Frank, who would relieve 
John Robert (who had stayed behind when his father went to 
Brisbane), he examined the mouth of the Endeavour River, at 
Governor Bowen's direction.'^ Before placing Walter McClintock, 
Clerk of Petty Sessions, in charge of the civil duties of the settlement 
'with full instructions for his guidance till the further pleasure of the 
Government on the subject is made known', he made a short trip with 
his sons: 
round the Northern and Western part of the Peninsula as far as 
Red Island on the West coast, no difference in the general 
appearance of the country . . . was observed, tiU near the last named 
place and at a short distance Northward of the spot reached by Mr 
Surveyor Wilson and myself in August of last year, a considerable 
creek empties itself, running from the North-east through a valley 
about eight miles in length and an average of three in width — we 
followed the course of this creek upwards, and found it even in this 
dry season, full of water . . . 
The grave tablet erected by Captain Owen Stanley of H.M.S. 
Rattlesnake in 1849, over the remains of Messrs Wall and Niblett, 
two of the members of Mr Kennedy's unfortunate expedition, having 
been much defaced by the Natives, who had chopped it up for the 
sake of the metal bolts which fastened it, I caused it to be restored, 
and on entering the pass it now forms a prominent land-mark on 
the highest point of Albany Island." 
In his last account of Somerset, Jardine wrote that "the Hospital 
standing on the highest part of Somerset Point forms a most 
prominent object, and is seen from a long distance at sea." He 
commented on the "appearance of cheerfulness and Settlement" 
achieved in 15 months and praised Halpin, the Foreman of Works, 
and the men of the Royal Marines employed under him. The buildings 
comprised 'the Barracks and Kitchen for the Detachment of Royal 
Marines, with three two-roomed cottages for the married men of the 
Detachment, Quarters for the Officer in command, Quarters with 
Kitchen for Medical Officer in charge. Hospital with Kitchen, 
Magazine, PoUce Magistrate's House and Boat House &c &c — these 
buUdings are fitted with tanks and other conveiUences, and are in every 
way admirably suited for the purposes for which they are intended.' 
When he made his exit from Somerset, his eldest son Frank was 
left on his own to make what he could of what remained after his 
and Alick's disappointing — not to say disastrous — trek of five 
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months up the west coast of the Peninsula with cattle — to find as 
his father and Captain Carnegie and Surveyor Wilson had learnt on 
a short journey across the Peninsula in August 1864: 'no Cattle Station 
could be formed on account of the density of the scrub.''" 
Although the Queensland Government backed John Jardine 
throughout, the Lieutenant of Marines at Somerset was virtually 
untouchable. He could only be reminded of the isolation of his 
position and given time for reflection, as he was, for example, when 
he applied to Governor Bowen on 16 May 1865 for leave 'to attend 
to his private affairs'. Bowen's private secretary advised him that: 
Sir G. Bowen . . . regrets to inform you that, so far as he can learn, 
[he] has no power to grant you leave of absence, or authority to 
quit your post . . . it appears that you have not been placed under 
the authority of the Senior Naval Officer on this Station, as it was 
originally proposed . . . Sir G. Bowen advises you to apply for leave 
to the Commodore, under whose command you will probably soon 
be placed. You are at liberty to mention that the Governor of 
Queensland sees no objection to your obtaining the leave of absence 
for which you apply — supposing of course, that there is no 
objection on the ground of any rule of the Service to which you 
belong." 
CONCLUSION 
John Jardine brought to Somerset many years of proven abUity as 
Police Magistrate and Commissioner of Crown Lands in the interior 
of New South Wales and Queensland. Few Europeans had more 
proven experience of the AustraUan Aborigines, or had dealt with them 
more successfuUy. Lieutenant Pascoe, a young officer of marines, had 
literally never seen one of that race until he landed at Cape York. 
Ignorance on the part of Lieutenant Pascoe of the procedure 
necessarily prescribed in mere matters of routine and official business, 
and failure on his part to observe the courtesies due to the 'Captain-
General and Governor-in-Chief of Queensland and its dependencies, 
and Vice-Admiral of the same, &c., &c., &c.', led to discord at Somerset 
and disquiet between Queensland and the Imperial Government. 
The root cause was the failure of the Imperial Government to 
comply with the condition, formally agreed upon, to furnish the 
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